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acres into gold. Such a household as has been referred to,
even in its most modest form, must have been enormously
expensive; while the trader and the rising, but not risen,
lawyer, doctor, or divine were not encouraged by the laws
and customs of the time to spend very much money, und
were, (luring the earlier years of their career, always making
more. There was not, strictly speaking, any regular army
or navy, and the commissions in both, when war was going
on, were chiefly, if not wholly, tilled by the same floating body
of gentlemen which maintained and formed the households.
But a good deal of money was made, if somo was also lost, in
the half-privateering, half-commercial expeditions of the time;
much more by direct and straightforward trade, internal und
foreign; much by the law in its various grades from counsel to
scrivener, and, probably, a good deal by medicine (p. 152),
while the abundant toleration of pluralities made the Church
as a vocation occasionally a very profitable one.

It is not to be forgotten that the Uni verm ties played a
perhaps more considerable part in relation to
all these grades than they have ever played
since, at lea^t, the end of the seventeenth
century. Although there was no general system of education,
almost any clever and promising boy in any class was pretty
sure to be sent by BOIDO patron to one of the numerous free
schools, whence it 'tfas his own fault if lie did not proceed to
Oxford or Cambridge (or, w waa then common, to both).
And though the greater number of those who did BO proceed
doubtless went into the Church, a considerable surplus drifted
into the other professions and employments* The connection
of both Oxford and Cambridge with the capital waa i*lso
pretty close; and ia the later yotgra of their stay (which, it
must be remembered, was then seldom less thaw seven years),
it is probable tka& most graduates Ixauated o&e part or
anoi&er of Londoa society,
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